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MiARA President Jim Pedersen 

January Memo: Righting a Wrong 
 

Union workers that backed Governor Whitmer and 

put Democrats in the majority in the Michigan 

Legislature have already reaped a bountiful reward 

– a bill to repeal the income tax on pensions. The 

Governor announced the effort to right this  

terrible wrong done by Republican legislators  

and Republican Gov. Rick Snyder at a rally 

attended by hundreds of pensioners, the new 

majority leadership and dozens of House and 

Senate Democrats.  

 

I was very proud to be there for the announcement, 

and greet dozens of friends in the audience, as well 

as friends of labor that represent us in Lansing. 

The Governor and Lt. Governor Garland Gilchrist 

outlined the numbers – a half-million retirees will 

save about $1000 apiece, money that can help 

offset inflation, put some breathing room in 

between the bills for groceries and utilities. “By 

the end of 2024, my proposal would again exempt 

public pensions and restore deductions for private 

retirement income, including private – sector 

pensions.” Whitmer said in a letter to the state’s 

Legislature. “Retirement income for people born 

after 1946 is taxed. That’s just wrong. After 

working for a lifetime, Michiganders deserve to 

retire and keep their hard-earned dollars.” 
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Ironically, Governor Whitmer was the Democrat’s 

leader in the Senate at that time the tax on pensions 

was passed. She reminded us that she fought that 

change with all she had, and when it passed, she 

pledged then to get it repealed someday. That 

someday is now. We have given her the tools she 

needs -- a Democratic majority in the Michigan 

Legislature. Let’s help her grease the rails by 

calling our legislators and pushing them to do the 

right thing. 
 

You can be sure that the Michigan Alliance for 

Retired Americans will be on this bill and “up in 

the grill” of all our representatives and state 

senators, telling them in the strongest possible 

terms to support and vote for the repeal of the tax 

on pension income. When you call, tell them to turn 

the clock back to 2011. That is when Republicans 

in the Legislature and a Republican Governor, Rick 

Snyder passed the law which started taxing 

pensions. The social contract in Michigan was that 

you work hard most of your life, paid taxes on your 

paycheck, but when you retired after earning a 

pension it would be tax-free. Republicans broke 

that contract. It’s high time to right that wrong. 

 
 

 

 
 

MiARA 

General Membership Meeting 

Wed. February 8, 2023 

10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

UAW Region 1-A 

9650 Telegraph Rd in Taylor 

Lunch Provided 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
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Meet Our New MiARA 1st Vice 

President Kathie Sherrill 
 

Welcome Kathie Sherrill as new MiARA 

Executive Vice -President. Kathie is an 

AFSCME retiree. She fills the position 

previously held by founding board member 

Henry Lykes, also from AFSCME.  

 

Kathie began her career in unions in 1969 as a 

CWA member working at Michigan Bell. When 

her daughter was born, she became a stay at 

home mom who was actively involved in the 

PTO, serving as a parent, secretary and 

president. When Kathie’s daughter began middle 

school, Kathie started working at Fitzgerald 

Public Schools in a support staff job and became 

a member AFCSME Local 2654. 

 

 At one point when her unit was in very 

contentious negotiations, Kathie says the 

AFSCME staff representative must have seen 

something in her. “It might have been the fire in 

my belly,” she said. Kathie was offered a staff 

position with AFSCME Council 25. She took the 

job and found her passion with the union 

movement. Kathie’s assignment was mainly 

representing municipalities in Oakland and 

Macomb counties.  

 

Kathie worked for Council 25 in various 

capacities including, staff representative with the 

statewide Schools Coordinating Committee and 

working with the International Union as a liaison 

to AFSCME school units after legislation was 

passed in Michigan that took away the ability of 

school districts to deduct union dues.  

 

After Kathie retired in September 2015, she 

became involved with AFSCME Retirees 

Chapter 255 and currently serves as their board 

secretary. In 2021 she joined the Board of the 

Michigan for Single Payers Healthcare. 
 

“I look forward to working with the MiARA and 

other groups to maintain retiree benefits, 

especially healthcare,” Kathie said. 

House Republicans Push Plan 

to Cut SSI and Medicare 
 

The slim Republican majority U.S. House of 

Representatives is planning to push cuts in 

Social Security and Medicare, even if it means 

shutting down the federal government warns the 

national Alliance for Retired Americans in its 

January 13, 2023 Alliance Report. 
 

Texas Republican Chip Roy said on a recent 

CNN appearance that Republicans don’t plan to 

alter benefits for current Social Security and 

Medicare recipients, but he was lying. 
 

At least 127 members of the House Republican 

Study Committee have released a budget for 

fiscal 2023 that will increase the eligibility ages 

for Social Security and Medicare and reduce 

benefits for people 54 and younger by changing 

the Social Security benefit formula. 

In addition, many House Freedom Caucus 

members demanded that Kevin McCarthy 

commit to leverage the debt ceiling vote to force 

President Biden and Democrats to agree to slash 

Social Security and Medicare in exchange for 

voting for him for speaker. They are willing to 

put at risk the full faith and credit of the United 

States government. 
 

House Democratic Whip Katherine Clark said 

that the GOP plans to use the debt limit to force 

cuts to Social Security and Medicare show that 

“the keys have been handed over to extremists.” 

She added that the threats amount to “taking our 

seniors hostage.” 
 

The GOP plans come despite a recent 

CBS/YouGov poll showing that 71 percent of 

Americans believe that protecting Social 

Security and Medicare should be a high priority 

for the new Congress. “The House Republicans 

are making dangerous and unreasonable 

demands,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of 

the Alliance for Retired Americans. “We must 

not allow them to use our earned benefits as a 

bargaining chip.” 
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Celebrating the Life of MLK 

Commemorating his Stance on 

Access to Health Care for All 

The third Monday in January is a federal holiday 

set aside to remember and honor the legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., including his fight 

for civil rights, his commitment to the 

community, his dedication to working men and 

women, and his support of labor unions. Rev. 

King is best known for being on the forefront of 

the battle for racial and economic justice. Rev. 

King knew peace and justice went hand-in-hand 

and he opposed the U.S. war in Vietnam. Rev. 

King also supported universal access to high 

quality, affordable healthcare. 
 

Many of Dr. King’s words on healthcare remain 

as relevant today as they were during his 

lifetime. On March 25, 1966, in Chicago, at a 

press conference before his speech at the second 

convention of the Medical Committee for 

Human Rights, Rev. King said, “Of all the forms 

of inequality, injustice in healthcare is the most 

shocking and the most inhumane.” 
 

Decades later, racial minorities are still less 

likely to receive preventative healthcare services 

when compared with white counterparts. 

Minorities, especially Black Americans, also 

generally wait longer for those services and the 

services rendered are often of lower quality. For 

many conditions, minorities experience worse 

health outcomes. 

Social Security Launches 

Revamped Website  
 

According to Kilolo Kijakazi, the Acting 

Commissioner of the U.S. Social Security 

Administration, the agency’s website is visited 

by more than 180 million people each year. 

Visitors to www.ssa.gov will now experience a 

new home page with a fresh design to help them 

find what they need more easily.  
 

The site has become one of the agency’s most 

important tools for providing service, often 

alleviating the need for in-person visits to a 

Social Security office. New pages and 

improvements based on public feedback will 

continue to be unveiled in the coming months.  
 

Check Eligibility for Benefits 

The new benefit eligibility screener is a 

convenient and simple way for you to learn if 

you are eligible for benefits.  

www.ssa.gov/prepare/check-eligibility-for-

benefits 
 

Social Security Number and Card Services.  

You may now request your first Social Security 

Number online or order a replacement card if 

yours is missing. www.ssa.gov/ssnumber.  
 

Start an application for Supplemental 

Security income (SSI) 

Start the application process online and request 

an appointment to apply for SSI benefits by 

answering a few questions 

www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/.  
 

Apply for Social Security benefits and other 

online services. 

Apply for retirement, disability, or Medicare. 

The agency will review the application and reach 

out with questions or for more information, if 

needed. Visit www.ssa.gov/onlineservices.  
 

Set Up a Personalized Online Account 

Set up a personalized online account at 

www.ssa.gov/myaccount for direct deposit of 

your benefits; tax form SSA-1099; benefit 

verification letters; and earnings information and 

estimates of their future benefits.  

https://www.ssa.gov/
https://www.ssa.gov/prepare/check-eligibility-for-benefits
https://www.ssa.gov/prepare/check-eligibility-for-benefits
http://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber
http://www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/
http://www.ssa.gov/onlineservices
http://www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
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Supreme Court Must Uphold the 

Right to Strike   
 

On January 10, 2023, the U.S. Supreme Court 

heard the case Glacier Northwest Inc. v. 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters. Glacier 

Northwest argued that it is entitled to sue the 

union in state court and seek monetary damages 

for undelivered concrete product as the result of 

truck drivers striking for fair wages and better 

working conditions.  

 

“Glacier’s argument flies in the face of long-

standing precedent and is a direct attack on the 

right to strike, a pillar of any democracy,” said 

AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler, “The 

Washington Supreme Court correctly held that 

the National Labor Relations Board should 

determine whether the strike was protected, not 

the state courts. It is crucial to the livelihoods of 

America’s workers that the U.S. Supreme Court 

affirm the lower court’s decision.” 

  

Teamsters General President Sean M. 

O’Brien said “Workers in America have the 

fundamental right to strike, and American 

workers have died on picket lines to protect it. 

The ability to withhold your labor is the one 

powerful tool throughout the history of 

unionization that has ensured workers can 

improve their working conditions.” 
 

O’Brien said the case is about corporations using 

the legal system to try to deny workers their 

inherent power. “Regardless of the outcome, 

Corporate America will fail in such pursuits 

because American workers will never be 

broken,” he said.  

 

“For both the American worker and our entire 

country, the Supreme Court must affirm the 

lower court’s ruling that the legality of the strike 

falls exclusively within the jurisdiction of the 

National Labor Relations Board. The right of 

workers to strike must be preserved and 

protected,” said O’Brien. 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

“Age is not the enemy. 

Stagnation is the enemy. 

Complacency is the enemy.”  

-Helen Keller 

 
 

Helen Keller, reading at her home, 1956. Photo 

from the American Foundation for the Blind, 

Helen Keller Archives. 
 

****************************************** 

MiARA Executive Board 
 

Officers: 

Jim Pedersen, President (UAW) 

Jay McMurran, Executive V.P. (USW) 

Kathie Sherrill, 1
st
 V.P. (AFSCME) 

Charlie Robinson, Treasurer (AFT MICHIGAN) 

Judy Foster, Secretary (MEA) 

 

Board Members from State Sustaining 

Organizations: 

Warren Danford (UAW) 

Arthur Kroll (USW) 

Jack Schneider (MEA) 

Bob Sisler (AFL-CIO) 

 

Newsletter Editor: Jack Schneider 

Copy Editor: Krista Schneider 
 

****************************************** 

http://www.afb.org/info_documents.asp?collectionid=1
http://www.afb.org/info_documents.asp?collectionid=1
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MiARA General Membership Meeting 
 

The Michigan Alliance for Retired Americans 

invites you to attend our February 2023 General 

Membership Meeting. 
 

Date:  Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Time: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Where: UAW Region 1A  

9650 Telegraph Road  

Taylor, MI 48180 
 

Speakers to be determined 
  

Lunch Provided 
 
 


