
Shaping Our Economy: What We Buy Makes a Difference 

Why does it make a difference which products you buy?  This virtual 
workshop discusses how legislation creates the global system, how 
the laws that protect workers are being weakened, the goal of the 
neoliberal agenda, and how our power can shape the 
system.  Participants will take a deep dive into the ethical 
considerations of purchasing good and services, why it’s imperative 
to make the effort, and how union-made and USA-made ties into 
those principles. 

Sponsored by the Center for Labor and Community Studies, this 
event is free and open to the public.  Share this information and the 
link far and wide. 

 
Saturday October 23, 10am-Noon. 
To Join the Zoom Meeting: 
   https://umich.zoom.us/j/91563754685 
Call into: 
   312 626 6799; Meeting ID: 915 6375 4685 
 

 

Featured Speakers 
Maria Medina. Maria’s started her union career in 1997 at the Chrysler Plant in Belvidere, Illinois, 
UAW Local 1268.  In 2014, after serving on various committees, Local 1268 members elected Maria for 
Recording Secretary. In June 2016, Maria was elected as an executive board member for the Aurora 
Illinois Chapter of the Labor Council for Latin American Advancement (LCLAA) and has been active 
with Voto Latino since 2018.  Maria was appointed to International staff in the UAW Education 
Department on July 7, 2017. 
Ian Robinson. Ian is a Lecturer at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor.  He teaches courses that deal 
with why powerful, democratic labor movements matter, how neoliberal trade agreements like NAFTA 
reduce worker power, and how we can harness our power as ethical consumers to make pro-worker 
changes.  Ian is the former President of the U-M Lecturers' union (LEO, AFT-MI 6244) and current 
President of the Huron Valley Area Labor Federation, AFL-CIO. 
Don Godfrey.  Don began his union career in 1994 as an assembly operator at the Ford Michigan Truck 
Plant, UAW Local 900. In 2011, Don was appointed to the UAW National Ford Department where he 
oversaw UAW-Ford Digital Media and Communications, helped launch a national magazine, and 
oversaw the design of a state-of-the-art video and recording studio. In 2014. Don was appointed to the 
UAW International staff as Assistant Director, then later promoted to Administrative Assistant to the Vice 
President, and Executive Director of the UAW-Ford National Programs Center. Don currently works at 
the UAW Education Department.   

 


