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MiARA Endorsements for 

November 6th Election 

 

The MiARA executive board urges your vote for   

the following candidates Tuesday, November 6, 

2018. Be sure to check your union’s endorsements 

of local candidates and issues.  
 

U.S. Senator 

• Debbie Stabenow 
 

Governor 

• Gretchen Whitmer 
 

      Lieutenant Governor 

• Garlin Gilchrist 
 

Attorney General 

• Dana Nessel  
 

Secretary of State 

• Jocelyn Benson  
 

Michigan Supreme Court: 

• Samuel Bagenstos 

• Megan Kathleen Cavanagh  
 

7th Congressional District 

• Gretchen Driskell 
 

8th Congressional District MiARA 

• Elissa Slotkin 
 

9h Congressional District 

• Andy Levin 
 

11th Congressional District MiARA 

• Haley Stevens 
 

12th Congressional District MiARA 

• Debbie Dingell 
 

13th Congressional District MiARA 

• Rashida Tlaib 
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Mid Term Election Takes 

Place on November 6, 2018 

 

Retirees have much at stake in the upcoming 

election. Health care and the future of Social 

Security Insurance are but two important factors 

that concern seniors. The election’s outcome can 

determine future appointments to the Supreme 

Court and many other federal judges who will 

likely decide important cases for retirees. 
 

Nationwide, the U.S. Senate has 33 seats up for 

election. All 435 seats in the U.S. House of 

Representatives are up for grabs. The 

governorships of 14 states, including Michigan 

will also be determined.  
 

In Michigan voters will be deciding who will be 

the next governor and lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, attorney general, supreme court 

justices, local U.S congressional district 

representatives, state house and senate members, 

and numerous other candidates for local offices, 

and voting on three statewide ballot proposals. 
 

America’s democratic values depend on the 

outcome of this election. It is imperative MiARA 

members go to the polls on Election Day.  
 

In this Issue 

1 Mid Term Election Takes Place on November 6, 

2018 

2 MiARA Endorsements for November 6th  

3 MiARA Statewide Ballot Proposal 

Recommendations 

4 Nov. 6th Election Has Huge Stakes for Michigan 

Retirees 

5 MiARA Activist Spotlight MiARA Treasurer 

Dick Long 

6 UAW President Gary Jones Says Jury Still Out 

on Renegotiated Trade Agreement 

7 National ARA Urges Change to SSI COLA 

8 Important Information for Michigan Voters 

 



Newsletter   

 2 

 

MiARA Statewide  

Ballot Proposal 

Recommendations 

 

Proposal 18-1 Collation to Regulate 

Marijuana like Alcohol:   
 

Among its provisions, allows adults aged 21 years 

or older to possess and use marijuana for 

recreational purposes; sales tax of 10 percent, for 

marijuana allocated to local governments, K-12 

education, and road and bridge maintenance.  

 

MiARA has not taken a position on 

Proposal 1. 

 

Proposal 18-2 Voters not Politicians:  

Proposed constitutional amendment to create a 

commission of citizens for redistricting purposes 

and authorize the commission to adopt 

reapportionment plans for congressional, state 

senate and state house of representative districts.  

MiARA recommends a YES vote on 

Proposal 18-2. 

 

Proposal 18-2 Promote the Vote: 
 

Proposed constitutional amendment to regulate 

and authorize no-reason absentee voting, require a 

straight party voting option on general election 

ballots, provide for automatic and election day 

voter registration, require post-election audits, and 

other voting changes. 

 

MiARA recommends a YES vote on 

Proposal 18-2. 

 
Be sure to check with your union for their 

endorsements on these and other local  

ballot proposals. 

 

November 6
th

 Election has 

Big Stakes for Michigan 

Retirees and Workers 

 

Donald Trump’s win in the 2016 presidential 

election has not gone well for retirees. He has 

created a massive federal deficit that has 

Republicans calling for cuts in Social Security and 

Medicare. “Voters must end the Republican 

control of congress and return the balance of 

power to those who will look out for the interests 

of retirees,” said MiARA president Dick Long. 
 

It is imperative that Democratic friends of retirees 

flip at least one branch of congress. Not only are 

Social Security and Medicare on the chopping 

block, the right to organize unions and collectively 

bargain is in jeopardy; Human Rights are being 

turned back, including recent gains won by the 

LGBTQ community; the Great Lakes are 

threatened. This list goes on and on.    
 

President Trump’s anti-retiree, anti-worker agenda 

can only be stopped if Democrats regain control of 

the House of Representatives and/or Senate. This 

election can restore sanity and civility to 

American politics. Real change can happen.  
 

There is reported to be a “Blue Wave” sweeping 

the country. But this wave can only take place if 

every senior makes it to the polls and casts his or 

her ballot on November 6th. “It is imperative that 

all MiARA members vote,” said Long. 
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MiARA Activist Spotlight 

MiARA President  

Dick Long 
 

Dick Long was elected MiARA President at the 

March 30, 2012 Convention, after being a 

committed political activist for most of his 47 

years with the United Auto Workers (UAW).  
 

Dick retired in 2009 from the General Motors 

Corporation. Dick’s career began when he entered 

the Electrical Apprentice Program in 1967 and 

received his Journeyman’s card in 1971. Dick 

attended General Motors Institute to study drafting 

and design and earned an associate degree in 

Applied Science from Oakland Community 

College (OCC). Between 1982 and 1985, Dick 

attended Oakland University’s Ken Morris Labor 

Studies Program. 
 

Because of Dick’s interest in helping people and 

protecting their rights, union activity was second 

nature to him. He began serving as an alternate 

committeeman and quickly progressed to 

committeeman. He then served for six years as 

Skilled Trades Shop Committeeman.  
 

In 1987, Dick left the Shop Committee to serve as 

vice president of Local 653 in Pontiac. The 

following year, Dick became president of the 

local, a post he held until 1993 when he was 

appointed to the staff of the GM department of  

the international union.  In 1993, Dick was  

elected chair of the UAW/GM National 

Negotiating Committee. 
 

Politics has been a part of Dick’s agenda for many 

years. From 2000 to his retirement in 2009, he 

was Director of the UAW National Action 

Committee (CAP) His responsibilities included 

oversight of National, State and local political 

campaign fundraising and legislative strategy. 

Between 1998 and 2009, he was also 

Administrative Assistant to UAW Presidents 

Stephen Yokich and Ron Gettelfinger.  
 

Dick’s political involvement is not limited to his 

union. He has been a Democratic precinct delegate 

for 20 years and is the parliamentarian for the 

party in the 11th Congressional district.  At the 

state level, Dick is currently on the Michigan 

Democratic Party (MDP) executive board and is a 

state central delegate. He is a past member of both 

the MDP Steering Committee and Board of 

Directors. Dick was appointed to the State 

Electoral Board in 2006. Dick served on the 

Judicial Tenure Committee from 2009 through 

2011. In 2009, Dick was appointed by Democratic 

National Committee Chair, Gov. Tim Kane, to the 

Democratic Change Commission.  
 

Dick currently serves as President of the John 

Dewan Memorial Foundation which provides 

college scholarships to students expressing an 

interest in unionism. Along that same vein,  

Dick has served on the OCC Apprentice  

Advisory Committee and on the Skilled Trades 

Advisory Committee. 
 

Dick has been married to his wife, Jackie, for 53 

years. They love to visit their three children, six 

grandchildren and great-grandchild. Long is an 

active boater and likes to hunt when he can find 

the time. He has been active in his Waterford 

community, volunteering to help local school 

basketball programs.  

 
“We are fortunate to have Dick Long as president. The 

years of experience he brings to the organization and his 

leadership have helped MiARA become a strong voice for 

retired union members in Michigan,” said MiARA secretary 

Judy Foster.” 
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UAW President Gary Jones 

Says Jury Still Out on 

Renegotiated Trade 

Agreement  

 

According to the UAW, the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has for far too long 

been the cause of America’s working families 

having to suffer the consequences of bad trade 

deals negotiated behind closed doors.  

 

American workers lived with the failure of 

NAFTA when they saw good union jobs shipped 

overseas. Workers know that the solution to the 

problem isn’t less trade, it’s better rules—rules 

that are fair to American workers and 

communities. 

 

Adopting a wait-and-see position, newly-elected 

UAW President Gary Jones recently issued the 

following statement on the United States Mexican 

Canadian Agreement (USMCA): 
 

“For a quarter century, NAFTA has been 

disastrous for working people in the United States, 

Canada, and Mexico and a gift to corporations 

offshoring good U.S. jobs. The true test of a new 

NAFTA agreement will be in whether it protects 

and enhances opportunities for the U.S. workforce 

and leads to higher wages and benefits for UAW 

members and manufacturing workers who have 

suffered for far too long. We think the idea and 

concept of the USMCA Agreement could have the 

potential to provide some needed relief for 

America’s working families. 
 

Numerous details still need to be reviewed and 

resolved before making a final judgement on this 

agreement. New protections for working families 

and the closing of some loopholes for global 

corporations seeking to ship jobs overseas are a 

step in the right direction but there is more work 

to do. 
 

We need to be assured that Mexico is going to fix 

weak labor laws and enforce new worker  

protections. We do not know what the U.S. Trade 

Representative and Congress will do to make sure 

the words in the agreement are carried out. We 

need to review and resolve the details of the 

agreement when they are available to be sure that 

this agreement ends NAFTA’s legacy of shuttered 

factories and low wages. 
 

Given the History of loopholes in NAFTA, the 

UAW will withhold final judgement until all the 

pieces are put in place to determine whether this 

agreement will protect our UAW jobs and the 

living standards of ALL Americans”  
 

National ARA Urges 

Change to SSI COLA 

Calculations  

 

In the October 2018, Alliance Friday Alert, 

Richard Fiesta, ARA executive director urged 

Congress to adopt the Consumer Price Index for 

the Elderly (CPI-E) to calculate Social Security 

cost of living increases (COLAs). According to 

Fiesta, “The CPI-E formula puts greater emphasis 

on the costs of health care and housing, things 

seniors actually spend their money on.” 
 

Fiesta’s appeal came after the federal government 

announced that Social Security recipients would 

receive a 2.8% cost of living adjustment for 2019. 

This modest increase is the largest retirees have 

seen in seven years. But, while the increase will 

help all Social Security beneficiaries including, 

seniors, surviving spouses and children, and 

people with disabilities, the ARA cautions that 

“the increase is not enough to keep up with the 

rising cost of health care and especially 

prescription drugs.” 

 

Reminder: 

Don’t Forget to 

Mail in Your 

Absentee Ballot! 
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Important Information for 

Michigan Voters 

 

You are qualified to vote if: 
 

You are a citizen of the United States, at least 18 

years old by Election Day, you have been a 

resident of Michigan at least 30 days prior to the 

election and you registered to vote by October 9th 

for the November election.  

 

Where do I vote? 

 

If you are not sure, check with your clerk or visit 

on line at the Michigan Voter Center, 

Michigan.gov/vote. 

 

Must I have photo identification to vote? 
 

State law requires you to either show a current 

photo ID or sign an affidavit attesting that you are 

not in possession of a current photo ID. You can 

satisfy the ID requirement by showing your 

driver’s license or Personal ID Card, Federal or 

State government issued photo ID, U.S. Passport, 

Military ID card with photo, Student ID with 

photo (high school or accredited institution of 

higher education), or Tribal ID card with photo. 

 

Can I still vote an Absentee Ballot? 
 

If you are registered to vote you can still get an 

absentee ballot. An application must be received 

by the Clerk’s office by 2 PM on the Saturday 

preceding the election. You also may appear in 

person at your local Clerk’s office the Monday 

prior to an election up until 4 PM. The ballot must 

be voted on at that time. You will not be allowed 

to leave the building with your ballot on this day. 

 

Who is eligible to vote by Absentee Ballot?  
 

You may vote absentee if you are 60 years of age 

or older, expect to be absent from your 

community for the entire time the polls are open 

on Election Day, are physically unable to attend 

the polls without the assistance of another, cannot  

attend the polls because of the tenants of your 

religion, have been appointed an election 

inspector in a precinct other than the precinct in 

which you reside or confined to jail awaiting 

arraignment or trial.   
 

Can I receive assistance if I require it? 
 

Special accommodations are available if help is 

needed. Ask the election workers for help. A 

reason for needed assistance does not have to be 

stated. Two workers will assist you in the voting 

booth. If you need help with your ballot you may  

be assisted by any person of your choice, other 

than the voter’s employer or agent of that 

employer, or an officer or agent of that employee 

to which the voter belongs. 

 

✓ Reminder: Straight-Ticket 

Voting Will Not Be an Option 

on the November Ballot.  
 

✓ Look for Party Designation 

under the candidate’s name. 

 

✓ Remember to turn your ballot 

over and vote both sides. 
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